
Minutes 
Queen Elizabeth High School Council 

September 15, 2025 Queen Elizabeth Learning Commons 
 
Meeting called to order at 7pm 
 
1. Land Acknowledgment - Presented by Ellen Parker  
 
Ellen Parker opened the meeting with a land acknowledgment.  

 
2. Introduction of School Council and Booster Association -Presented 
by Ellen Parker 

Ellen Parker introduced the existing members of the School Council and Parent Society. 
Current vacancies were noted. She also described the role of the Queen Elizabeth School 
Council and Booster Association. A quick ‘get to know each other’ sharing took place  

3. Introduction of New Principal - Presented by Ellen Parker 
 
New Principal, Jennifer Edmondson-Neily, was welcomed and introduced to the 
school community.  

 
4. Principal’s Update - Presented by Jennifer Edmondson-Neily 

• Welcome and Introductions: Jennifer shared her excitement about joining 
QEHS and thanked the school community. She shared her previous experience 
as a school leader and the journey she had been on to get to this point.  

• Highlights from School Start-Up: Enrollment for all grades 7-12 is at 945 and 
still growing as more families move into the community. A new whole school theme 
has been introduced to the students and teachers called ‘Walking Together’ which 
will be intertwined through all curriculum areas. Key areas of school development 
include, how the children are citizens in the school as well as wider community, 
relationships they have with others and assessment and feedback in learning.  

• Review of "Parent Communication Cheat Sheet": Jennifer shared a document 
that has been put together to support parents with communication with school. 
Document was reviewed by the Parent Council. 

• Parent Engagement Discussion: Three key questions were posed to gather 
parent feedback. Discussion followed for each: 

1. Parent Voice & Engagement: 
2. Partnership with Council: 
3. Communication Effectiveness: 

 



Parents split into three groups and below is the feedback from the discussions.  

 
4. Presentation of Casino Financials - Presented by Kathie Robert  
 

Kathie shared a summary of current casino financials. She explained how these funds 
support extracurricular and enrichment activities, including in the previous year, new band 
uniform, climbing wall pads and EAL books as examples. Casino fundraiser for 2025/2026 
26 is to take place on October 12 and 13 at the Pure Casino Calgary. This is our only 
School Council fundraiser and additional volunteers are needed for a variety of roles.  The 
money raised are used to pay for a variety of resources and programs throughout the 
whole school. Discussion took place regarding how to encourage more people to sign up.  
 

Casino Funds   

Cash in Bank at Sep7   $          76,327.08  
Pending Receipts  $            4,000.00  
Pending Disbursements -$         46,963.77  



Updated Casino Cash  $          33,363.31  to be disbursed by May 2027  

 
 

 
 
5. School Council Elections - Led by Ellen Parker  
 

Call for volunteers was made to fill the following vacant roles: 

• Parent Council: 



o Council Secretary – Vacant 
o GATE Representative – Vacant 
o Member-at-Large – Vacant 

• Booster Association (Parent Society): 
o Chair – Vacant 
o Members-at-Large – Vacant 
o Two Auditors to review financial reports – Vacant 

Council secretary: Ellen Parker nominates Lisa Kelly as, seconded by Chantal Aksehirli 
(Leslie offered support to get started). All in Favour. 

lisakelly78@icloud.com  

Booster Club Chair: Leslie Street nominated Peter Freeman as. Seconded by Ellen 
Parker. All in Favour 

consciouswood@gmail.com  

Stephanie Labowka was nominated by Ellen Parker seconded by Chantal Aksehirli 

 

Any others Volunteers were encouraged to express interest. 

 
7. Questions from Attendees 
Open floor for questions. Topics included: 

• Upcoming events 
• How to stay informed on council activities 
• Suggestions for improving school-home communication 

 
Meeting Adjourned: 7.53pm 
 
2025–2026 School Council Meeting Schedule 

• November 17, 2025 
• January 19, 2026 
• March 16, 2026 
• May 19, 2026 

All meetings will be held in person at the Learning Commons, with an option to attend 
online via Microsoft Teams. 
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